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In Japan, architectural education is usually implemented only after one
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enters university or the architectural department of technical high schools.
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However, | have always wanted children to become familiar with architecture
and to think about architecture from primary school age. The reason for this
is because to think about architecture is to think about family, to think about
society, and to think about the environment. In other words, these are not taught at school, but they are
fundamental things that must be considered when we think about how we will live in our society in the future.
Therefore, | initiated “Architecture School for Children” as one of the activities held at “Ito Juku” when |
established the school in Tokyo in 2011. The school runs a course of 20 lessons per year for 20 children (40
students since 2021) aged between 9 to 12 years old, where they tackle assignments under the themes “What
is a house?” and “What is a town?” 11 years have passed since then, and the Architecture School for Children
has developed steadily — some children who joined the school in the early years have become university
students majoring in architecture, helping us to teach as teaching assistants now.
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This exhibition is to reflect on the past activities of the Architecture School for Children to date, to promote it
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to a wider public while receiving feedback that will guide our future activities.
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